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Timuel Black is an acclaimed historian, activist, and storyteller. Sacred Ground: The Chicago
Streets of Timuel Black chronicles the life and times of this Chicago legend.Sacred Ground
opens in 1919, during the summer of the Chicago race riot, when infant Black and his family
arrive in Chicago from Birmingham, Alabama, as part of the first Great Migration. He recounts in
vivid detail his childhood and education in the Black Metropolis of Bronzeville and South Side
neighborhoods that make up his "sacred ground."Revealing a priceless trove of experiences,
memories, ideas, and opinions, Black describes how it felt to belong to this place, even when
stationed in Europe during World War II. He relates how African American soldiers experienced
challenges and conflicts during the war, illuminating how these struggles foreshadowed the civil
rights movement. A labor organizer, educator, and activist, Black captures fascinating anecdotes
and vignettes of meeting with famous figures of the times, such as Duke Ellington and Martin
Luther King Jr., but also with unheralded people whose lives convey lessons about striving,
uplift, and personal integrity.Rounding out this memoir, Black reflects on the legacy of his friend
and mentee, Barack Obama, as well as on his public works and enduring relationships with
students, community workers, and some very influential figures in Chicago and the world. 
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MaddyO, “Why we are where we are. It doesn't get any better than this if you want to know about
the history of Chicago not just the blacks but an entire movementNo matter what your color it is
an important part of all of our histories”

Alma Owens -Delucchi, “More details about civil rights era.. Loved this story. Great insight into
the civil rights era history. Personal story amazing.”

Michael E. Hill, “A Vital Oral History. I’ve just finished “Sacred Ground: The Chicago Streets of
Timuel Black” written by Chicago community activist, Timuel Black, Jr.The sacred ground is
Chicago’s South Side where Dr. Black has lived and worked for most of 100 years. In his
memoirs, he chronicles how his parents (the children of slaves) joined the Great Migration of
black people north from their native Alabama. Their family including eight month old Timuel Jr.
settled in Bronzeville. He grew up to become a community activist and teacher in high school
and area community colleges.He is an oral historian documenting the lives of hundreds. This
book is his oral history. He was witness to the Jazz Age, a member of the storied Redball
Express during World War II, the founding of DuSable High School. He knew Ralph Metcalfe,
John Johnson, Nat King Cole when they were just other kids in the street. He was a confidant of
Dr. Martin Luther King and played pivotal roles in political careers of Barack Obama and Harold
Washington.I am a native Chicagoan. This book resonated with me because I walked the streets
of that sacred ground. I know the families of some that he mentioned. The husband of one of his
fellow activists was my professor in two political science classes I took at IIT. The most effective
way to teach is to make the subject relevant to the student. Dr. Black does this extremely well.”

The book by Timuel D. Black has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 39 people have provided feedback.
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